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HART VOLUNTARY ACTION NEWS 
 
As some of you may know, the Minding the Garden Project is diversifying its services to 
ensure the long-term financial sustainability of its core objective: to promote mental well-
being through eco-therapy.  Here are two examples: 

 
Minding the Garden Christmas Workshops 

 
 
Amanda Conlon would like to hear from 
any group that is interested in running a 
Christmas workshop for 10 or more of their 
members/clients. Workshops last for 
around 2 hours and you can choose to 
make a Christmas Wreath or a Christmas 
Table Decoration (see pictures of what 
your group members would take home with 
them at the end of the workshop).  To 
discuss details, availability and costs, 
please contact Amanda on 01252 815652 
or amanda.c@hartvolaction.org.uk  
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Minding the Garden ς Garden Design and Maintenance Service 
 
The  Minding the Garden Team is already offering a garden maintenance service to private clients, 
and  is advertising its garden maintenance contracts for local organisations, such as residential 
care homes or community spaces.   Please talk to Guy Clayton about any gardening maintenance 
needs you might have, including a full design service.   Pictures of the garden landscaping, which 
has been recently completed for the new Life Church Centre in Elms Road in Hook (formerly Hook 
New Covenant Church) are below.  Guy can be contacted on 01252 815652 or 
guy@hartvolaction.org.uk 
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Digital Switchover 2012:  Could you be a helping hand? 
 
Digital TV switchover will be starting in the Meridian Region on 8 
February 2012. We want to make sure that the people who need help 
in our community know that support is available, so no-one is left with 
a blank screen after the switchover.  
 
Hart Voluntary Actionôs Membership Support Officer, Caroline 

Winchurch, Dawn Hayward from the Blackwater & Hawley Neighbourhood Watch Scheme and 
Brian Rose from the Yateley Neighbourhood Watch Scheme have undergone training with the 
Digital Switchover Team to become Community Volunteers for the Digital Help Scheme. We 
believe that this is important community work to support and assist those that are most hard to 
reach. It is estimated that 5% of our local population will struggle with the switchover and could be 
left isolated by the loss of their television. If you help at a community group, or visit a friend or 
neighbor, who doesnôt get out much or support people with disabilities or mental health problems ï 
then we would love to hear from you.  The chances are that everyone knows someone in their 
family, or street that might need a hand to have their TVôs switched to receive digital.   
 
We are looking for community members to support us to ensure the help is at hand, and 
this will often involve no more than making a call to the help-line for the people you already 
know or care for. 
 
You are key to the success of this work, and if you would like to join us by becoming Community 
Supporters, please contact Caroline Winchurch on 01252 825652 or e-mail 
membership@hartvolaction.org.uk  and help us to make sure that come February 2012 no-one is 
left without a working TV. 

 
Caroline, Dawn and Brian are also available to come and talk informally to members of your 
group or clients about the Digital Switchover, so please contact Caroline on 01252 815652 
to book one of us in. 
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Friends of Ancells Farm: Please vote for us! 
 
Here is the latest request for support from the HVA membership to help a fellow HVA member: 
 
Friends of Ancells Farm: Please buy a copy of the News & Mail this week (18 November) and 
vote for Friends of Ancells Farm in the Art of Living Community Fund.  The winner will get £1,000 
towards their community project.  
 
Friends of Ancells Farm are currently trying to raise £5,000 towards a new climbing frame and 
slide to cater for children in the 4-7 age range.  We have already raised over £2,500 and winning 
this award would make take us a tremendous way towards our goal.  
 
Voting is simple:  just buy this weekôs News & Mail (Friday 18 November) and complete the voting 
form inside.  You then need to post it to the address shown in the News & Mail.   Votes must be 
received on an original newspaper voting form, photocopies will not be accepted.   
 

(Thanks to all of you who voted for Hart Voluntary Action via the Art of Living Community Fund back in August ï we 

were successful in winning the £1000 grant for our Minding the Garden project vehicle). 
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{ŀƳŀǊƛǘŀƴǎΩ CǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ .ŀƭƭ: Saturday 3 December,  
Lakeside International Hotel, Frimley Green 

 
Come and have a fabulous time at the Samaritansô Black Tie Ball on Saturday 3 December from 
7.00pm-12.30am. Enjoy a glass of champagne, canapé and musical reception; a 3-course dinner 
with wine and coffee; and dancing to live music. There are also fabulous raffle prizes and an 
auction. 
 
Tickets for this charity fundraiser are normally £50 each, but to members of HVA we are offering 
them at £40 each. 100% of profits go to Farnborough& District Samaritans which is run entirely by 
trained volunteers. Samaritans are available 24 hours 365 days a year for people who are in 
distress or despair including suicidal feelings. 
 
To be held at the Lakeside International Hotel in Frimley Green just off J4 of the M3. Rooms are 
available at special rates. Please contact Julie 07515 855123/01252 627854 or 
ahhahjulie@yahoo.co.uk for tickets or more information.  
newsletter. 
 

New taster Chi-Ball exercise class in Hawley on 2 December 
 
RHL is  running a free taster session of Chi-Ball on Friday 2nd December 
from 12:30 ï 13:30 at Hawley Memorial Hall, Hawley Green, Camberley 
GU17 9BW as we hope to start a new class in January. 
 
Chi-Ball is a gentle exercise class based on the principles of ancient 
Chinese medicine and combines Tai Chi, Yoga and Pilates, and it also has 
an emphasis on deep relaxation. 
 
Everyone is welcome to attend ï no need to book, so youôre welcome to 

just turn up on the day. All equipment is provided, and you just need to wear comfortable clothing.   
 
For further information and to book your place call us on 01252 362660, visit our website 
www.rhl.org.uk  or email us on admin@rhl.org.uk 
 
 

HAMPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL NEWS 
 

HCC Consultation on the Blue Badge scheme 
 
The Government is making changes to the Blue Badge scheme, and Hampshire County Council 
would like to hear what users of the scheme and carers of people who use the scheme, think of 
the proposals.  The consultation will be split into two phases. 
 
Phase 1: Consultation on the proposed changes to the charge for a Blue Badges (current 
consultation). 
Phase 2: Consultation on proposed options for mobility assessments (this part of the consultation 
will take place in 2012). 
 
The phase one consultation will be eight weeks long rather than the normal 12 weeks. This is 
because the national changes, around badge production and the cost, apply from January 2012. 

mailto:ahhahjulie@yahoo.co.uk
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The shorter consultation will ensure that your views can be fully considered before 
recommendations are made. 
 

Complete our consultation questionnaire: this consultation closes on 4 December 2011 
 

If you have any questions about this consultation, need help to take part, or if you would like a 
copy of the survey in large print, Braille, or a different language, please contact the Blue Badge 

Unit by email: blue.badge@hants.gov.uk  or phone 0845 603 5633. 
 

A consultation questionnaire can be downloaded from Hantsweb: 
http://www3.hants.gov.uk/bluebadge/bluebadgeconsultation.htm 

 

 

HAMPSHIRE CVS NETWORK UPDATES 
 

Hampshire School for Social Entrepreneurs 
 
 

Have you got an idea for social change?   
Could you benefit from the support of people 
who have been there and done it?    
Do you need to work out how to make your 
venture sustainable?  
 

Hampshire School for Social Entrepreneurs (HSSE) is looking for people like you. Their 9-month 
action learning programme should help you get things going.   Whether you've been trying to make 
it happen for some time or you feel that now is the time for action HSSE can offer the support you 
need to create social change sustainably.  
 
By joining next yearôs cohort you will experience:  

¶ Inspiring stories and questions with experienced social entrepreneurs  
¶ Business development workshops with experts in their fields  
¶ Small  problem solving groups through action learning sets  
¶ Hands on field trips and visits to exemplary social enterprises  
¶ Personal 1:2:1's with tutors and mentors to keep you on track 

You will take part in intensive 3-day study blocks once a month with tutorials in between, as you 
work on your venture at a pace to suit you.   Course fees are heavily subsidised with participants 

contributing only £895 with flexible payment terms.    
 

The closing date for applications is 25 November 2011 so act NOW!  
 

For full details about this opportunity visit our website to download a brochure and application form 
or speak to Conroy Williams, HSSE Programme Manager direct on 01962 857376. 

conroy.williams@action.hants.org.uk 01962 857376 (Direct Line) http://www.hsse.org.uk 
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Should Hampshire have a countywide bulk oil-buying scheme? 
 
Following recent media coverage of the bulk oil buying scheme set up by Oxfordshire Rural 
Community Council, Community Action Hampshire has received several enquiries about whether 
we are thinking of doing something similar in Hampshire.  
 
Oxfordshire RCC has used the model of a local buying syndicate for domestic heating oil but rolled 
this out across the whole county. This scheme has also been tried and tested by rural community 
councils elsewhere in England. Individual householders, community organisations and businesses 
can all join the scheme. 
 
Community Action Hampshire is interested in finding out what people think about this idea. We are 
aware that there are a number of successful village groups already in existence.  We also know 
from the enquiries we have received that there are many areas where this is not the case.  
 
Would you be interested in joining a Hampshire bulk oil buying scheme if Community Action 
Hampshire decided to take this forward?  Please send your thoughts to Jo Dixon at 
joanna.dixon@action.hants.org.uk  or call her on 01962 857354. 

 
Hallmark: the quality scheme for village halls 

 
Congratulations to the committee and staff of the Millennium Memorial Hall Trust in Littleton, who 
have just had their assessment visit for Hallmark 1 and 2. By the time you read this, the Trust 
should have been confirmed as meeting all the standards and their certificate will be on the way. 
More Hampshire halls are applying to Hallmark or thinking about doing so; why not join them and 
gain a quality mark for your hall? 
 
Hallmark covers every aspect of running a community hall, making it ideal for showing potential 
hirers and supporters that your hall is well-managed. Going through the process will also highlight 
whether any of your procedures could be improved in some way. Call Kevin Sawers on 01962 
857358 to find out more or click on www.action.hants.org.uk    
 
Remember that Kevin is also available to give a short talk at one of your committee meetings in 
order to explain the benefits of Hallmark and how it all works. 

 
FUNDING UPDATES 

 
Charity Grants to increase knowledge about consumer debt 

 
The MSE Charity provides grants to individuals and charities. If youôre looking to take a course 
that will improve your knowledge of consumer debt, or personal money management you may be 
able to get a grant. Plus if youôve an innovative idea to help lots of people, or you are an 
established charity wanting funding for a project; funds may be available. As long as it helps 
educate and inform people about consumer or debt issues we may be able to help. 

 
Why has the charity been set up?  The UK has a massive problem with consumer and debt 
illiteracy. Companies spend billions on advertising, marketing and teaching their staff to sell ï yet 
we get no buyers' training. The UK is in debt crisis, a whole generation is in debt up to its ears. 
The MSE Charity is designed to try and break that cycle of debt. 
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Deadline for group applications: 31 Jan 2012. Successful applicants informed on 25 March 2012 

Deadline for Individual applications: 28 Feb 2012. Successful applicants informed on 15 March 2012. 
 
Please apply via our online individual application form https://www.msecharity.com/home.aspx 
 
Got any questions?  If you have any other queries, first consult our Frequently Asked Questions 
section. If you can't find an answer there, then contact the Operations Manager: 
stuart@msecharity.com 

 
 

Hampshire County Council Small Grants Scheme: 
Countryside Access Fund and Biodiversity Fund 

 
The HCC Small Grants Scheme consists of the Countryside Access fund for countryside access 
and rights of way and the Biodiversity fund for conservation projects to benefit the habitat or 
species particularly important to a site. 
 

Advice and up to 50% of the total project cost is available, up to a total grant of £10,000. 
 
The Small Grants Scheme is open to:  
 
Õ Parish or Town Councils. 
Õ Landowners may also apply to the Countryside Access fund. 
Õ Other organisations (e.g. charities, volunteer/community groups) may apply to the 

Countryside Access Fund for interpretation materials (e.g. mapboards, leaflets), however 
for practical improvements the organisation will need to contact the relevant Parish/Town 
Council to apply on its behalf. 

 
The next application deadline is 16 December. For more information and contact details for the 
Small Grants Scheme, please see the following web-site:  http://www3.hants.gov.uk/hampshire-
countryside/sgs 
 

 

Hampshire County Council: Small grants for rural play 
 
Hampshire County Council is giving grants of £100 -£150 for events that celebrate play and all of 
its benefits for children and young people aged 0 -19 years old. Anyone from a rural community or 
a hub which supports a rural location can apply for the grant.  
 
They must have an affiliation with a constituted group who hold a bank account, have current child 
protection policies, adequate insurance plus up to date equality and diversity policies. This grant is 
for local children to access an event that has been designed by them with minimal help from 
adults; it's all about adults giving children permission to have a voice and play in their community 
without cost. Please call 01962 845156 or email melissa.juniper@hants.gov.uk  for details. 
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UPDATES FOR CHARITY TRUSTEES 
 

More trustees than staff?  A seminar in London  
for trustees of very small charities 

 
 

Wednesday 14 December: 4pmï6pm, followed by drinks and networking 
Clothworkers' Hall, Dunster Court, Mincing Lane, London EC3R 7AH 
  
Small charities have the potential to make a big difference in peopleôs lives. Their size means that 
they can be more flexible, innovative and responsive than many larger charities, and they can get 
to know their local area inside out.  Leading a small charity can be hugely rewarding, but it comes 
with challenges. Passion and commitment are not always enough to tackle the lack of skills and 
resources that many small charities face. 
 
New Philanthropy Capital and the Clothworkersô Company are hosting a seminar for trustees of 
very small charities (those with four or fewer members of staff). This seminar will give you the 
chance to explore the challenges that you face when leading a tiny charity and hear how you 
might overcome those challenges. As well as hearing from an expert panel there will be plenty of 
opportunity for Q&A and discussion. The session will be followed by networking over a glass of 
wine.   The event costs £30 and booking can be done online via the New Philanthropy Capital 
web-site (see training and events web-pages) www.philanthropycapital.org 

 

Launch of free Trustee learning units from the Open University 
 
The Open University has recently launched a new site, Charity Wise, which hosts learning units 
tailored for trustees.  The units are intended to deepen knowledge and are pitched at various 
different levels, from introductory to advanced, with varying time commitment (3 to 12 hours).  
Among the ten units available are ñRecruitment and selectionò and ñManaging to meet service 
usersô needsò.  The case studies and additional links also have good trustee-related support 
material.  The website is at:  http://www.open.ac.uk/blogs/CharityWise/ 
 
If anyone would like to try these out and send in a review to Hart Voluntary Action, then please 
contact Caroline Winchurch on 01252 815652 or e-mail membership@hartvolaction.org.uk 

 
Your Bidding: a Commissioning Guide for Charity Trustees 

 

NAVCA and the Local Government Association have launched a new free commissioning guide 
for charity trustees called ñAt Your Biddingò.  This guide is about commissioning and tendering for 
public services. It focuses squarely on the key issues that individuals need to be aware of in 
fulfilling their duties as charity trustees. All trustees of local charities are encouraged to download 
a free copy.  The guide provides information to allow trustees to understand the potential 
implications and impact of commissioning on their charity. Download At Your Bidding 

Many thanks to the CVS Network much of the information contained in this latest newsletter.  Please do let us have 
information about local news and events you would like us to publicise. 

 
Caroline Winchurch, Membership Support Officer, Hart Voluntary Action 

Civic Offices, Harlington Way, Fleet, GU51 4AE  
Registered charity no: 1119912 
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